In film 3, Richard explains the
devastating impact modern slavery has
had on his family. He introduces us to a
lesser-known form of modern slavery
and shares how he initially didn’t
realise his son had been groomed.

We also consider how our modern
slavery journey may not be
straightforward either. We may

experience setbacks and challenges.

WATCH FALSE STARTS o>
AND NEW DIRECTIONS

Film questions

® What struck you about
Richard and Danny’s story?

® What false assumptions did the
father make?

® What is the process of modern slavery
activism like? What is hard about
getting projects off the ground?

® How will this help you manage your
expectations as you begin to take
action?
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@ Consider the images:

® How do these contemporary images help us be honest about
modern slavery challenges and setbacks and how we can be
complicit in victims falling back into exploitation?

NEXT STEPS ON YOUR JOURNEY
— THINKING ABOUT PARTNERSHIPS

If you are beginning to think about what you can do, a good first step is to

find out what is already going on in your neighbourhood.

Consider mapping your community - put together some large pieces of
paper and draw a map of your community, marking out the main roads,
rivers, railways, key buildings such as shopping centres, churches, mosques,
pubs, and clubs. Then add the resources that already exist, such as buildings,
services, leisure activities, centres of faith, and youth and elderly focused

activities. Consider the various needs or issues you have in your community
and mark those on the map as well. As you add to your map, consider:

® What are the main priorities? The top
° Wh‘o doyou nefad t.o W.ork with to addres? this issue? thing Iwould
® Which groups, institutions, clubs and businesses could help? .
® What charities or organisations are already working in the area? recommend is to
® How could you volunteer / support their work? What are the gaps? look in your local
® Who are the key figures in your community who you could get to know? community and find
Local police / other statutories / local head teachers. o
L ) acharity that
® How could you convene people with aninterest in modern slavery? )
® How canyou start a conversation? su pports survivors of
slavery or look to
Not everything will work but as you begin to move forward, you will your local authority

see the gaps and where you can begin to make a difference.

who will typically

This exercise is part of The Clewer Initiative’s Hidden Voices course. have amodern
If you would like to build on your initial mapping exercise, why not sIavery lead.
Sign up for Hidden Voices. Rebecca He]me’ Hestia
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FURTHER READING
WHAT IS FINANCIAL
EXPLOITATION?

In film 3, we hear the story of a boy
drawn into a criminal network over the
internet and forced to defraud his own
father. This is an example of financial
exploitation. We asked the Threat
Leadership Command at National Crime
Agency to explain more:

Financial exploitation is where offenders
coerce victims into committing financial
actions subject to penalty for the
exploiter’s gain. Exploiters may even set
up accounts in the victims’ name without
their knowledge in order to conduct
further transactions and illegal activity.

Financial exploitation is often observed
alongside another form of exploitation,
such as sexual or labour exploitation, and
is used as a further mechanism to control
victims and as an additional income
stream for exploiters.

Victims are often targeted based on
existing vulnerabilities such as age,
disability, homelessness, inability to
speak English, or any other characteristic
that makes them easier to coerce and/or
control, such as having the same
nationality as offenders.

In order to financially exploit victims,

offenders may:

® Coerce victims into opening bank
accounts or providing bank account
details that will then be controlled by
the exploiter.

® Coerce victims into taking out credit
cards, loans, mobile phone contracts,
overdrafts, or vehicle finance.

® Use victims’ identities and details for
financial transactions linked to
criminality so that offenders can
distance themselves from that
criminality. This may include opening
additional accounts in victims’ names
that they may later use to commit
fraud against third parties.

® Commit benefit fraud by forcing
victims to fraudulently claim benefits
or claiming benefits in the victim's
name unbeknown to them.

® Force victims to have their identities
and bank accounts used during the
laundering of proceeds of crime.

Financial exploitation has a profound
and lasting impact on victims, both
psychologically and in terms of financial
and credit damage, jeopardising their
ability to obtain financial accounts and
access credit once the exploitation

has ended.
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DAN'S JOURNEY

Dan Pratt is the founder of The Together
Free Foundation and helped to establish
Southend Against Modern Slavery
(SAMS) Partnership. He tells us more
about the process and shares some of the
challenges of modern slavery activism.

“| started by having conversations with
people who | already knew within the
community - whether they were church
leaders, charity workers, the council or
local police. We thought about how we
could build a more resilient response
within our locality. Following lots of one-
to-one conversations, we decided to form
an anti-slavery partnership and gathered
around 30 different community leaders
from the third sector, statutory and faith
groups, as well as law enforcement.

There are always challenges in developing
community resilience. | found one of the
main issues was around awareness and
people not realising that exploitation is
happening locally. In Southend, there was a
whole piece of work to be done around
education. Overall, | think it was a case of
not giving up if people pushed the idea
aside but instead persevering. | kept asking
people “what are we doing about this?”

Oftenitis a case of finding people who are
passionate about the issue and working
with them. It is about going where the
energy is and sometimes that entailed
working with people | hadn’t anticipated.

Plans don't always work out as we'd hoped
for. It's very much a sense of trying to do
our best. And if something doesn't work,
then we can just try again. For me, my faith
has a massive role to play in keeping me
motivated and a sense of me joining in with
God's mission of bringing His kingdom and
reign on earth. | know that ultimately His
Kingdom is a place where there is no
slavery, and all people are treated with
dignity and respect.

If people want to get involved in the fight
against modern slavery, | would suggest
exploring what's going on within your
locality and find out about which local
charities or organisations are already
responding to the issue.

Rev'd Dr Dan Pratt, Founder of The Together
Free Foundation.”
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